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Department of Mathematics and Statistics Seminar

The Bicentennial of Evariste Galois
By Dr. Bob Gardner

Friday October 14, 2011 at 1:45
Gilbreath Hall, Room 314
October 25, 2011 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of one of the most influential mathematicians of all time.  Evariste Galois was born in 1811 and died less than 21 years later in 1832.  He only published five papers in his short life, but his work lead to the field of math known as “Galois Theory.”  He gave necessary and sufficient conditions for the existence of a solution to a polynomial equation in terms of the coefficients of the polynomial, addition/subtraction, multiplication/ division, and extraction of roots.  Galois theory can also be used to demonstrate the nonexistence of solutions to the three compass-and-straight-edge construction problems from classical Greece.  This presentation will concentrate on the history of algebraic problems and on biographical information about Galois himself, and will include very little technical math.  Bicentennial birthday cake will be provided!
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