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• There are currently over 300 
candidate extrasolar planets 
known today. 
• Right shows a small sample of 
these. 
1.  Note that the Earth is at 1 AU 

from the Sun. 
2.  Mercury is at about 0.3 AU. 
3.  Many of these exoplanets are 

in very small orbits. 
4.  Some are mulG‐planet 

systems. 



Example of Three �
Imaged Planets 



Another Example of an Imaged Planet 



Finding Planets from Star Motion 



Example of Three Imaged Planets 



Planet Properties 



NASA’s Kepler 
Mission:  �

Transit Searches 



Kepler Results 





The End of Planetary Systems 


