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COURSE OVERVIEW: This course is designed to be an overview of the legal issues most often encountered in sport and physical activity. The course will emphasize tort, contract, and selected areas of constitutional, statutory, labor, and commercial law. Students will become aware of the rights of participants, athletes, coaches, managers, teachers, referees and others engaged in amateur and professional sport. Legal issues related to sport clubs, schools and organizations in which the principal events involve physical activity will also be addressed. Precedent-setting court decisions will be explained and will serve as a guide for students in creating risk management systems.  THIS IS A WRITING AND ORAL INTENSIVE COURSE.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. Be aware of and able to use legal literature, including electronic retrieval systems, in case law, statutes, periodicals and texts.

2. Know the steps in a lawsuit and the responsibilities and obligations of parties: lawyers, judges, plaintiffs, defendants and others.

3. Understand the court system and the significance of holdings in each court.

4. Be conversant with rules, regulations, statutes, codes and constitutions.

5. Know tort law including negligence, intentional torts, product and strict liability.

6. Be aware of the impact of tort litigation in professional and amateur sport competition, private clubs, commercial sport and fitness agencies, recreation and physical education.

7. Know the first, fourth and fourteenth amendments to the Constitution and related statutes and how they influence sport and physical activity.

8. Understand gender equity and the legal analysis used by the courts in civil rights decisions.

9. Be able to identify local, regional and federal statutes that impact sport and physical activity.

10. Understand the impact of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Occupational Safety and Health Act on sport and physical activity.

11. Learn contract and commercial laws encountered in the business of sport.

12. Be able to determine when trademark, copyright and service mark law should be incorporated into sport business.

13. Know the rights of each professional group involved in sport and physical activity.

14. Be able to employ an attorney, gather material and guide the attorney in the area of sport and physical activity.

15. Understand the concepts of risk management.

16. Share knowledge, ideas and questions during discussions and roll playing.

17. Prepare a college-level research paper related to legal issues in sport and activity.
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECTS:

RESEARCH PAPER- Each student will prepare a research paper on an issue related to sport law that is of interest to the student. The paper must follow APA manual guidelines and be 8-10 pages in length, typed, 12 font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. References must be used and accurately cited. TURN IN ON DISC.  PLAGARISM SOFTWARE WILL BE APPLIED.

CASE PRESENTATIONS- Each student will be assigned to a group that will present to the class a specified case involving a significant issue related to sport law. The case presentations will include the facts of the case, plaintiff and defendant arguments, holding and decision of the court, and impact of the decision on sport organizations and sport administrators. Each member of the group must participate in the oral presentation of the case. Groups will also prepare and submit a brief of the assigned case, 1-2 pages in length, typed, 12- font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.

HOMEWORK- homework will be given at various times throughout the term. In-class exercises will be case discussions, group activities or pop quizzes over assigned readings. These cannot be made up in the event of an absence. 

COURSE POLICIES:

ATTENDANCE-Your presence in every class is indicative of your professional attitude and is necessary to derive maximal benefit from this class. The intent of this class is to offer you a means for professional development and to assist you in obtaining your own career objectives. Papers turned in late will have their grades reduced by 5 points for each day that they are late. Being absent on the day of an exam or the day of your oral presentation will result in a grade of 0 on the assignment. At the discretion of the instructor make-up exams may be allowed. However, such cases are very rare and must involve extreme circumstances and proper documentation. Please use common sense. The dates for assignments and exams will be announced well in advance of the due date. If you have a conflict, communicate with me beforehand. I will be much more receptive to working with your schedule if you discuss it with me prior to missing class.

KEEP A COPY OF EVERYTHING YOU TURN IN!!

Special Needs Policy:

It is the responsibility of any student with special needs to notify the instructor of such needs within the first five days of this course.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: All written assignments must adhere to these conditions:

1. Follow APA Guidelines

2. Typed/Computer Generated

3. 12 font

4. Double-spaced

5. Stapled

*Any paper not meeting these conditions will incur a grade reduction.

**Printer, disk or computer problems are not an excuse for a late paper. Do not plan to print your paper 10 minutes before class.

***Keep a copy of everything you turn in. 

Website- This course has a Website on the Blackboard system. The site uses your ETSU email. It is your responsibility to check that email or have it forwarded to another email account. Updates and announcements will be posted on the site. It is a good idea to check the site every few days.

