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“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

That perches
1
 in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 

And never stops - at all - 

 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore
2
 must be the storm - 

That could abash
3
 the little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 

 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 

And on the strangest Sea - 

Yet - never - in Extremity
4
, 

It asked a crumb - of me. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

                                                                     Fascicle of "'Hope' is the thing with feathers-" 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Something that a bird sits on; usually a tree branch, or a horizontal  rod or bar (like in a birdcage) 

2
 Great or severe 

3
 Cause to feel embarrassed, disconcerted, or ashamed 

4
 The furthest point or limit of something 
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 Emily Dickinson was born in Amherst, MA on December 10, 1830. Her quiet life was 

infused with a creative energy that produced almost 1800 poems and a profusion of vibrant 

letters. 

     Her lively Childhood and Youth were filled with schooling, reading, explorations of nature, 

religious activities, significant friendships, and several key encounters with poetry. Her most 

intense Writing Years consumed the decade of her late 20s and early 30s; during that time she 

composed almost 1100 poems. She made few attempts to publish her work, choosing instead to 

share them privately with family and friends. Dickinson increasingly withdrew from public life. 

Her garden, her family, close friends, and health concerns occupied her. 

     With a few exceptions, her poetry remained virtually unpublished until after she died on May 

15, 1886. After her death, her poems and life story were brought to the attention of the wider 

world through the competing efforts of family members and intimates. 

 

(I adapted this biographical text, as well as obtained the picture, from the Emily Dickinson 

Museum at emilydickinsonmuseum.org, December 1, 2012) 
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"The editor, MaKinzie Reavley, is a freshman undergraduate majoring in nursing at East 

Tennessee State University. MaKinzie is interested in the secrecy and deep thought of Emily 

Dickinson and her poetry."  

 
   


