OBOE FUNDAMENTALS

PUTTING INSTRUMENT TOGETHER: Remember to line up the posts without bumping anything, and not to hit the A flat key that bridges between the top and bottom joint.

SWABBING YOUR INSTRUMENT: Do this after every time you play!!!  Or else odd things may start to grow inside your oboe!  Make sure before you pull the swab through that it doesn’t have any knots, otherwise it might become stuck inside.  If it does become stuck inside take it to your music teacher or the instrument repair shop and have them remove it.  Do not attempt to do this yourself by sticking funny things inside your oboe, you could damage the instrument.

SOAKING YOUR REED: Only a minute or so in a decent amount of water, you can do this while putting your instrument together.  Remember if you soak the reed too long it will be very hard and if you soak it too little the reed may crack!

HAND POSITION: You should have your fingers rounded, not flat, because you will be able to play much faster!  Watch yourself in the mirror to make sure you’re covering all the correct finger holes and have curved fingers!  You should be able to feel the small circle in the center of each key with your fingers.

EMBROUCHURE: This word means how the reed fits into your mouth and the muscles around your mouth.  It should be like a whistle, not flat and pressing down in the middle like “mmmmm.”  You should have a flat, long chin and your bottom lip should show a tiny bit.  Keep your teeth an inch apart in your mouth and do not put too much reed in your mouth, play on the tip!

AIR and BREATHING: Open throat and low breathing.  You should fill yourself with air the way you fill a glass of water, from the bottom to the top.  Your shoulders shouldn’t be moving, only your belly!  Two full beats before you play remember to breath out your old air, then breath in the new air, and play!

SUPPORT: Support is the feeling in your belly of pushing in and up, as if your belly button was being pushed in.  You should never play a single note that is unsupported, focus on feeling your support when you do your long tones and warm ups.

LONG TONES:  Practice these every day.  Hold any note you like for as long as you can (a minimum of 8 slow beats), without letting your air stop or the note have any wobbles.  You want the note to be as steady as possible.

TOUNGING: Say ‘ter’ not ‘ta,’ it works better for our reeds.  Do not stop your air between notes, ha ha ha, do not do this!  Keep your air going all the time, like a long tone, and just let your tongue interrupt the air slightly.  The tip of the tongue should hit the very tip of the reed.

PLAYING SOFTLY: To play softly on the oboe you never want to blow less air and stop supporting!!! You simply make your embouchure into miniature size (not smaller by pushing down in the middle because that would be biting and while you would play softer you would be very sharp as well).  You must bring the corners of your mouth in toward each other in addition to pressing down in the middle (only a little bit!) in order to make your embouchure miniature and play softer.

HALF HOLE TECHNIQUE: To use your half hole correctly, first make sure that you are only using it when you should be and that it is covered when it should be!  Then simply make the movement to uncover and cover the half hole very firm and precise always keeping in contact with the key (never let your finger jump up off the key).

OCTAVE KEYS: As with the half hole, make sure that you are only using them when you should be and that you are using the appropriate octave key for the note you’re playing!  You can only use one octave key at a time not both together because this will be a very hard habit to break later on and it will slow down your technique!!!

