Northeast Tennessee Assistive
Technology Cooperative

East Tennessee State University Box 70548 Johnson City, TN 37614 (423) 439-4161

Assistive Technology Evaluation
Specific Learning Disability — Elementary

Name: Student B

Primary Disability: Specific Learning Disability

Area(s) of Need: Handwriting and Written Expression
Grade Level: Elementary

Instructional Setting: Resource

Team Members: Member A, M.A., CCC-SLP, NET -AT Tex

Member B, M.S., CCC-SLP, NET -AT Tea Leader
Member C, M. Ed ATP, NET -AT Technica e Instructor

Purpose of Assistive Technology Evaluation;

The evaluation was conducted to give assistance reas of handwriting and written expression
that will enable Student B to increase his independe in ol activities.

Observations:
The team evaluated Student B’s hane
cooperative during the evaluation.
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The team®Conducted 2 timed handwriting samples and 2 timed typing samples using 3 sentences
from a worksheet (26 words). When asked to write, Student B did not demonstrate correct tri-pod
grasp with right hand dominance. When writing, Student B was observed applying the correct
amount of pressure to create letters (i.e., the letters were not overly dark and the paper was not
torn). The results of the timed writing samples are as follows:
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The first sample was completed in 2 minutes without modifications resulting in multiple errors
(e.g., punctuation, misspellings, omissions, & letter formation).

The team offered Student B a pencil grip to facilitate correct tri-pod grasp. He completed the
writing sample in 2:45. The errors were consistent across writing samples. There was no
noticeable improvement in his handwriting (timed or legibility) when using the pencil grip.
When asked, Student B stated that the pencil grips didn’'t help much and it hurt histhand.

Student B was requested to proofread his writing sa
identify any of the misspelled words. When the mi

Strengths:
During the evaluation the team not llowi engths:

Willingness to do a good job
Motivated to make impr
Positive attitude

Never complained
Willingness to try n

e spacing between words
punctuation, capitalization and in some instances letter formation

expression of ideas
Considerations:

In order for Student B to increase his handwriting and written expression skills the team offers the
following considerations:

Increase opportunities to develop keyboarding skills

Enabling students to be active participants within their environment through the use of assistive technology.



o Provide Student B with age-appropriate keyboarding software
Continue modifications outlined in Student B’s current IEP
To decrease frustration when completing handwritten assignments the team offers the
following considerations:
0 Extended time to complete handwritten assignments
Complete assignments orally (when appropriate)
Decrease length of written assignments, especially rote exercises
Trial use of AlphaSmart Keyboard to complete handwritten assignments.
Trial use of Co:Writer and Write:Outloud
OT referral
Grid paper to encourage correct alignment of math problems
For writing assignments provide access to a voice-output word processi
Student B to use the spoken text to edit his writing.
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