Vocational Rehabilitation 

Resources and Websites
Competencies Needed for Transition Specialists in Vocational Rehabilitation, Vocational Education and Special Education: Sharon Hall Defur, Juliana M. Taymans; Exceptional Children, Vol. 62, 1995 

Advocates for youth with disabilities promote actions that empower these youth with the skills to make smooth transitions from secondary education into personally satisfying post school environments and activities. 
IDEA 04: Improving Transition Planning & Results By Candace Cortiella 

Recent amendments to the federal special education law, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 04), include several revisions to the requirements for transition planning designed to improve postsecondary results for students with disabilities.
Poor post-school outcomes for students with disabilities and the need for dramatic improvement in this area are not new issues. In submitting its recommendations for the reauthorization of the IDEA, the President's Commission on Excellence in Special Education reported. http://www.ncld.org/content/view/665/456084/ 
Vocational rehabilitation and special education: partners in transition for individuals with learning disabilities. Dowdy, C.A.
This article describes the purpose of vocational rehabilitation and the service delivery process for individuals with learning disabilities in transition from school to work or postsecondary education settings. Suggestions are also made to prepare families and students with learning disabilities, VR counselors, and special educators to become effective partners in the transition process.
Role of Vocational Education in Transition Services for Handicapped Youth. Overview. ERIC Digest No. 47. 

All students, whether handicapped or not, make numerous adjustments or transitions. During the course of their schooling, they must learn to cope with differences in classes, grades, schools, and programs. Ultimately, they must move from the fairly sheltered environment of school into the more competitive world of work. 

ERIC Identifier: ED259217 
Publication Date: 1985-00-00 
Author: Naylor, Michele 
Source: ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult Career and Vocational Education Columbus OH.http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-921/role.htm 
OSERS Programming for the Transition of Youth with Disabilities: Bridges from School to Working Life.

Will, Madeline 1983
This document describes the concepts and policies guiding the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) in programming for services in the school to work transition. Underlying assumptions address the complexity of post-school services, the focus on all students with disabilities, and the goal of employment as an important outcome of education. A conceptual framework of transition views three bridges from school to work: transition without special services, transition with time-limited services (such as vocational rehabilitation and postsecondary vocational education), and ongoing services that allow disabled persons to take advantage of work opportunities. Additional model components center on the high school and employment foundations. OSERS initiatives related to each component are noted along with several broader research and evaluation issues, such as the need for careful descriptions of current transition experiences. (CL)

http://eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=RecordDetails&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED256132&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&objectId=0900000b80110274 

Connecting with Employers: Vocational Rehabilitation Employer and Business Development Network Here, employers will find knowledgeable contacts who can provide qualified, job-ready candidates with disabilities. Employers will find also examples of the types of services they may encounter when working with their state VR agencies. We will feature interesting employer development programs in different states. Over time, we aim to feature noteworthy examples from the 80 state VR agencies. http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/vrpractices/index.html 

Trends and Issues Alert No. 31

Vocational Rehabilitation 

http://www.cete.org/acve/docs/tia00099.pdf 

Institute for Community Inclusion: www.communityinclusion.org 

Develops supports and resources for people with disabilities and their families, including publications on One-Stop centers and WIA

Rehabilitation Services Administration Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services, U.S. Dept. of Education: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSERS/RSA/ 

The principal federal agency authorized to carry out Titles I, III, VI, & VII, as well as specified portions of Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

U.S. Workforce Organization: http://www.doleta.gov/usworkforce/ 

Gateway to WIA information, including legislation, policy, the One-Stop system, resources, and implementation questions.
OSERS: Latest News and Updates http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/news.html 

Things to Consider before Deciding About College...For students with disabilities http://www.thinkcollege.net/students/index.php?page=consider 
Disability Info.gov: Vocational Rehabilitation 



 http://www.disabilityinfo.gov/digov-public/public/DisplayPage.do?parentFolderId=5098 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services for High School Students: Q & A Pamphlet for Parents and Students http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/transition/parents.htm  

IDEA 2004: 
Transition Services for Education, Work, Independent Living

The definition of "Transition services" is now:

http://www.wrightslaw.com/idea/art/defs.transition.htm 

Post Secondary Transition For High School Students with Disabilities http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post_Secondary_Transition_For_High_School_Students_with_Disabilities  

TENNESSEE 
Tennessee Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Citizens Plaza State Office Building
15th Floor, 400 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37248-0060
Phone: (615) 313-4714
TTY: (615) 313-4714
Fax: (615) 741-4165
URL: http://www.state.tn.us/humanserv/rehab/vrs.htm
Link to Area Offices
URL: http://www.state.tn.us/humanserv/rehab/vrdir.pdf 

The Client Assistance Program of Tennessee
PO Box 12157, Nashville, TN 37212
Phone: (800) 342-1660
TTY: (615) 298-2471 
Fax: (615) 298-2046
URL: http://www.state.tn.us/humanserv/VRServices.html#CAP
NET-AT Cooperative
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